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Washington — Richard A. Sprague 
has let it be known he will accept a 
$1.8 million cut in his $6.5 million 
budget without quitting as chief coun- 
sel of the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. 

There has been speculation on 
whether Sprague would quit if he 
didn’t get the full $6.5 million to un- 
dertake a probe of the killings of John 
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther' King. 

Sprague has told some of his staff 
he is willing to see $1.8 million in trav- 
el money dropped from the budget. ■ 
This would mean that, rather than 
drawing from an established travel 
fund, committee investigators would 
have to ask the House for reimburse- 
ment on a trip-by-trip basis. 

Whether this would make any dif- 
ference in the amount’of actual travel 
by committee staff would remain to 
be seen. 

Sprague, former first assistant dis- 
trict attorney of Philadelphia, has 
been under criticism in Congress be- 
cause he has asked for a staff of 170 to 


conduct the investigations. He has 
termed the $6.5 million a “bare 
bones” figure. 

But by Capitol Hill standards, the 
staff is large and the budget is high. 
The largest existing committee staff 
is that of the House Ways and Means 
Committee numbering about 60 — less 
than half of what Sprague wants. 

Sprague, according to committee 
sources, still is unwilling to give up 
more than a few of his requested 170 
staff positions. 

At present there are 77 committee 
staff members, all of whom are serv- 
ing, without pay until the House re- 
constitutes the Assassinations Com- 
mittee — an action that was expected 
two weeks ago at the opening of the 
95th Congress, but was delayed. 

Sprague’s insistence on the large 
staff and budget has raised some con- 
gressmen’s hackles to the degree that 
they have suggested he resign. 

But Sprague reportedly is not think- 
ing along those lines. 

Said one committee staff member: 
“Right now, he is not in the mood to ■ 
qujt. He’s in the mood to fight.” 



